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Kenyon Democrats offer opportunities for voter registration
RONAN ELLIOT AND
HENRY TERHUNE
CIRCULATION MANAGER AND
STAFF WRITER

With the Nov. 6 general election
drawing near, Kenyon students who
wish to vote will have to register.
Normally, voters who wish to register in Knox County can choose between registering by mail, registering in person at the County Board
of Elections or registering online via
the Ohio Secretary of State website.
For Kenyon students, a fourth
option exists. Kenyon Democrats is
hosting a voter registration table in
the weeks leading up to the election.
The table is located in Peirce Hall,
and will be open every weekday until Oct. 8. To register, students will
need to bring either an Ohio driver’s
licence or the last four digits of their
social security number, as well as
their current on-campus address.
Students who come from out of
state will need to decide whether to
register here or at home. Assistant
Professor of Political Science Kurt
Pyle recommends that each student
make this decision based on their
own beliefs and preferences.
“I don’t think there’s a right answer,” Pyle said. “It may be that you
feel a closer connection to your home
community, and that’s where you
want to vote. It may be that this is a

place where you feel that you are living for the next few years, and that
this is where you want to have a role
in choosing your elected officials.”
Lizzie Boyle ’19, president of Kenyon Democrats, is one of the organizers of the registration table. While
the choice of where to register is up
to each student, Boyle believes that
voting in Ohio is particularly important.
“Ohio is a swing state,” Boyle
said. “We live here for now. Whatever is happening in our community
is going to affect us. This is our home
for the four years we are here, so it is
important to get involved in your adopted community.”
The ballot will feature a tightly
contested gubernatorial race between Mike DeWine (R), the current
Ohio Attorney General, and Richard Cordray (D), former director of
the Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau. Voters will also decide on
future House and Senate representatives, with five year incumbent Bob
Gibbs (R) vying against Ken Harbaugh (D) for a seat in the House,
and 11-year incumbent Sherrod
Brown (D) competing with Jim Renacci (R) for a spot on the Senate. In
addition, the ballot contains Ohio Issue 1, a proposition to reclassify acts
of illegal drug use and possession as
misdemeanors rather than felonies.

A booth in the Peirce Hall entryway provides paperwork for students to register to vote in Ohio. | ERYN POWELL

New proposal plans to transform wall into dynamic mural
KEELY LOVATO
STAFF WRITER

On Sept. 4, the Public Art Committee approved a proposal to transform the 12-foothigh wall surrounding Olin and Chalmers
Memorial Library into a community art installation, according to Janet Marsden, vice
president of the Office of Communications.

The wall, which is currently white, will be
transformed into a dynamic mural that would
change over its lifetime through contributions
from different student groups.
Though official work on the project has yet
to begin, Kenyon students have already shown
interest in turning the wall into a canvas. The
Lighthouse Collective adorned the wall with

The woonden wall in front of the Olin and Chalmers Memorial Library. l ERYN POWELL

a number of decorated statements, as mentioned in a Collegian article last week.
According to Marsden, the students affiliated with the Lighthouse Collective were
informed by Chief Business Officer Mark
Kohlam, who oversees facilities at Kenyon,
that their work would be painted over, as the
wall was being painted with gray primer for
a larger project. Marsden also said that she
asked the students to keep in touch to see if
they could be involved with the project as it
moves forward.
Marsden has been developing plans for the
project along with Professor of Art Claudia
Esslinger and Visiting Assistant Professor of
Art Noah Fischer.
According to the proposal the Office of
Communications brought to the Public Art
Proposal Committee, the project aims to “engage the Kenyon community (students, faculty, staff and alumni) in an interactive art
installation that celebrates our shared values
and aspirations using the wall surrounding
the construction site for the West Quad.”
The proposed plan will take place in two
phases. During the first phase of the project,
the entire expanse of the wall will be painted
with one design, referred to by Marsden as the
“base foundation.” The Office of Communication hopes to finish this phase of the project by fall break, though a plan has yet to be
finalized.
“The criteria that we have been thinking
about [for the base foundation] are designs

that unify the large space,” Marsden said, “but
allow for changes and enrichments over time,
that speaks to Kenyon’s values and aspirations
in a contemporary and not overly narrative
way, engages the community in installing
and/or enriching the piece and that responds
to the geometric shape of the plywood.”
Students in Esslinger’s Installation Art
class (ARTS 360) and Fischer’s Rebranding
and Reimagining Digital Media class (ARTS
191) have also been involved in the design for
the base foundation.
One current idea for the base foundation is
a large pixelated painting to which members
of the community could contribute in a paintby-numbers fashion.
The second phase of the project will allow
other groups on campus to come up with their
own contributions for the wall. Eligible organizations include registered student groups,
academic classes and other Kenyon programs.
Interested groups would need to submit
their designs to Marsden and Esslinger for review and approval before they begin working
on the wall. Phase II of the project will begin
as soon as the first phase is completed, and
will be an ongoing project as long as the wall
remains standing.
“I think this wall could be a source of community on campus,” said Bella Hatkoff ’22, a
student from Fischer’s course involved in the
designing of Phase I. “Normally they [walls]
mean ‘keep out’ — but we could open this up
to everyone.”
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Class works on solar panel
project for the Kenyon Farm
They can easily interact with it, [and]
EVEY WEISBLAT
they can understand what’s going on.”
NEWS ASSISTANT
While this semester marks the
class’s
sixth run, it will be the first to
Students enrolled in the Departfeature
large-scale student involvement
ment of Environmental Studies’ Solar
in
construction.
The class’s previous
Electric Systems class (ENVS 104) will
projects
have
all
worked with power
not only study as researchers, but also
from
the
main
electricity
grid, making
as electricians, engineers and builders.
it
too
dangerous
for
students
to be diThe class, taught by Jerry Kelly ’96 and
rectly
involved
with
installation.
Since
Kenyon Farm Manager Ryan Hottle,
the
trailer
is
a
“stand-alone”
system
—
will spend the semester designing and
disconnected
from
the
dangers
of
the
constructing a solar-powered trailer for
main power supply — students will
the Kenyon Farm, which will function
have greater opportunities for handsas a mobile freezer for the farm’s proon involvement.
duce.
“We’re not dealing with huge power
Unlike other agricultural farms that
loads
coming off of an electric line,”
focus on growing ground crops, the KeKelly
said.
“We’re dealing with a smallnyon Farm does not have a facility to
er
sort
of
model
of electricity … We can
keep its produce cool, making transpordo
the
vast
majority
of it ourselves, and
tation difficult when selling its crops.
we
can
do it safely.”
“Most
vegetable
Having
students dioperations need a
This’ll
be
a
rerectly
involved
in the
large cold storage
ally
nice
kind
construction
process
packing
facility,
has a practical advan[and] we don’t have of symbolic thing that
tage as well; it allows
anything like that,” people can easily see.
them to garner expesaid Hottle, who
They
can
interact
with
rience in solar energy
has managed the
it,
[and]
they
can
underthat they can use in
Kenyon Farm for
stand
what’s
going
on.
their future careers.
the past two years.
“We created this
“Right now, we just
class
for two purposes
try to make do with Jerry Kelly ’96
basically,”
Kelly said.
what we got.”
“[One
being]
to give
Under Hottle’s
students
an
opportunity
to
learn
some
leadership, the farm has shifted from
information
and
skills
that
would
enprimarily working with livestock to a
hance
their
chances
of
getting
jobs
in
greater focus on ground crops. In orthe
solar
industry.”
der to keep their fruits and vegetables
Kelly said that while solar energy is
fresh, the farmers must pick their pro“only
one way to approach the probduce and sell it on the same day. The
lem”
of
climate change, it is the most
trailer would eliminate this inconvereliable
and
effective method available
nience by allowing them to both store
right
now.
and transport their produce without
“It will make a difference if we move
having to worry about it spoiling in the
fast
enough to make sure it makes a difprocess.
ference,”
he said. “So all of that com“The cool thing about a trailer is
bined
with
the innate intelligence of
that we can wheel it back and forth, and
Kenyon
students
and the energy, that’s
it could keep stuff cool right up until
what
makes
this
class
really interesting
the point that we get it to market basiand
exciting
for
me.”
cally,” Hottle said. “And then we don’t
have to off load anything — it’s all just
mobile.”
Hottle said the trailer, both solarpowered and mobile, will
communicate a combined
message on the importance
of sustainable agriculture and
renewable energy.
“Lots of times the solar’s in places
that’s a little bit hard to see,” he said,
DEVON MUSGRAVEJOHNSON AND
“so this’ll be a really nice kind of symRARA GUMBEL
bolic thing that people can easily see.
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CORRECTION
In the Sept. 6 issue, the Collegian incorrectly credited the photo for the article
“Second City Comedy riffs off audience and bat interruption” to Ben Nutter ’21. The
photo was actually taken by Eryn Powell ’20. The Collegian regrets this error.
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AVI is no longer collecting Peirce dishes from libraries, KAC
College also plans to distribute utensils to campus apartments to cut down on expenses.
BETÜL AYDIN
NEWS EDITOR

Starting this semester, the Kenyon Athletic Center (KAC) and
the modular units will no longer have bins to return dishes to
Peirce Hall. Fred Linger, manager
of business services, said that the
bins should not be in buildings
anyway. Instead, they were put
there as “an economic response”
to get back dining utensils.
“Because the bins are there,
the perception is that it is permission to take the dishes out. It’s really not,” he said. “We would like
all the bins to go away and the
dishes to stay in the building.”
Although the modular units
will not allow Peirce dishes or
cups, students can still bring in
food, according to Vice President
for Library and Information Services Ronald Griggs. “[Since] so
many students spend so much
time in the library, [a no-food
policy] seems like an unreasonable restriction,” Griggs said.
“But, we have to create an environment that we can keep clean.”
Chief Business Officer Mark
Kohlman noted that students
taking Peirce dishes have been a
problem for many years. The College and AVI have been trying to
find solutions to help bring back
dishes for a while. Putting bins in
buildings across campus is one of
these ways.
Christopher Wisbey, resident
director of AVI, said one of the

many locations for the bins was
in Peirce, next to the doors and by
the seal. This measure came after
finding many dishes in the parking lot in front of Peirce. Despite
being very close to dish return,
this bin was always full.
Placing bins across campus
also requires hiring an employee
to pick up the dishes placed in the
bins. “That costs money as well,”
Griggs said.
“We are at the 10th anniversary of being in this remodeled
[Peirce] building,” Linger said.
“It has been 10 years that this
has gotten increasingly worse,
and I think you really saw it at a
real low last spring. When school
ended it was as bad as it has ever
been.”
According to a May 3 Collegian article, the budget for Peirce
utensils was $15,000 for the 2010
academic year. Wisbey said that
this number went up to $35,000
for this year.
In addition to being a problem of sustainability, removal
of Peirce dishes can be a safety
hazard. “Uneaten food can be
a threat to people who have allergies,” Griggs said. “Leaving a
plate with peanut butter on it in
places where other people don’t
expect to see it is a problem, especially because so many people
come to the library.”
One of the new plans this year
is to order dishware for student
apartments, according to Linger. The utensils ordered for the

apartments will be a different
color to separate it from Pierce
dishware.
“The intent is for the [dishes
in the apartments] to be there
year after year until they are not
usable. We don’t want to have to
do that again next year,” Linger
added. “We should not see that
color of dishware out on campus
— they are made to stay in the
apartments. If they take them out
on campus, we are not going to
be collecting those and bringing
them back. So that will be a loss.”
Jake Barnett ’20, the chair of
the Housing and Dining Committee, noted that in the student
handbook, taking and not returning Peirce dishes is considered theft.
“Peirce is not a to-go facility,”
he wrote in an email. “Peirce is
a sit down dining hall. Students
should go out of their way to
make time in their schedules to
have a meal at Peirce. That being said, there are circumstances where students do not have
time to sit down for a full meal
in Peirce. In those circumstances
if a student chooses to remove a
dish from Peirce they should go
above and beyond to ensure the
dish is quickly returned.”
The College might also offer
quick grab-and-go food options
in the Pub next semester, according to Kohlman. The College is
also considering fewer room reservations during meal hours in
order to ensure there are enough

seats for students.
“I suspect different people
have different reasons why they
brought dishes out. If one of the
reasons is ‘I can’t find a seat,’ then
we want to create more space for
seats and we want to have campus events stop competing with
student dining,” Griggs said. “I
think it can work, and I think,
like any change, we have to make
adjustments.”
Wisbey hopes these efforts
will help sustain the number of
Peirce dishes and cups. When

students take dishes out, they are
taking away money that could be
spent on food.
“We spend a lot of money on
dishes and that is a lot of money
that can go back into our dining
program that unfortunately we
are often not able to do. We can do
fun, cool things at the end of the
semester, but towards the end, we
start to buy dishes and stop doing
those fun, cool things,” Wisbey
said. “Leave dishes for your fellow
students — you are only hurting
each other.”

A student takes a cup from the Peirce receptacle. | BEN NUTTER

Global Kenyon: Saudi Arabia admits fault in airstrike on bus
TOMMY JOHNSON
NEWS EDITOR

On Aug. 9, the civil war in Yemen
attracted the attention of international media outlets after Saudi Arabia and its allies admitted to wrongdoing in a conf lict where both sides
have committed a number of human
rights abuses.
Last month, a coalition of Saudibacked forces conducted an air raid
in North Yemen, striking a school
bus and killing at least 43 people,
mostly children. After first calling
the airstrike a “legitimate military
operation,” the Saudi-led coalition
responded to widespread international backlash by admitting that the
attack was unjustified and vowing
to hold “anyone who contributed to
the error accountable,” according to
a New York Times story published on
Sept. 2.
International organizations generally recognize March 25, 2015, when
an international coalition led by
Saudi Arabia launched an airstrike
against Houthi rebels, as the day
when the low-grade conf lict became
a full-blown war.
According to Visiting Assistant
Professor of Political Science Andrew Hart, Saudi Arabia’s admission
of wrongdoing in this conf lict is un-

usual and unexpected.
“I have to say at first I was a little
surprised,” Hart said, adding that he
would not have expected Mohammad
bin Salman (MBS), who Western experts suspect to be the key Saudi actor overseeing the campaign in Yemen, to relent from his heavyhanded
approach to the conf lict.
“[MBS] is concerned about Saudi

“

the sake of preserving the inf lux of
supplies Saudi Arabia needs to continue waging war.
“[Saudi Arabia] not backtracking,”
Hart said, “if it’s going to risk your
political relationship potentially
with at least some parts of the United
States, that could have material consequences.”
Hart emphasized that the specif-

As long as Saudi Arabia is willing to apologize for at least some of the terrible things...
my intuition is that that provides them
enough cover to keep this war very intense.”
Visiting Assistant Professor of Political Science Andrew Hart

power, and this is a temporary backstep to make sure his power is consistent and strong,” Hart said.
To Hart, Saudi Arabia’s admission of wrongdoing seemed to be in
the interest of perpetuating its campaign in Yemen rather than relenting
in any sort of meaningful way.
Hart explained that American
perceptions of Saudi Arabia matter
because it is the American government that provides much of Saudi
Arabia’s firepower in the conf lict.
MBS is opting to backtrack now for

ic act of striking a school bus is one
of many in what has been a “brutal,
brutal campaign.” Both the Saudibacked forces and the Iran-supported Houthi rebels have been accused
by the United Nations of war crimes,
ranging from the strikings of residential areas to enlisting child soldiers as young as eight years old.
Hart explained that the reason
why such brutal acts have by and
large continued without either side
facing major consequences is that
neither Saudi nor Iranian lives are at

stake. This means any sort of pressure
for these governments to change their
ways must come indirectly and externally, which is what happened in the
case of this most recent Saudi strike.
“[It is] the proxy nature of this conf lict — in which the people who are
dying are not really the citizens of
Iran or Saudi Arabia — that makes
both of those governments so willing
to do dastardly things, to do things
that lead to the deaths of many, many
citizens, because they don’t face those
costs,” Hart said.
Hart is not optimistic that Saudi
Arabia’s admission of wrongdoing
will lead to more international accountability in the future.
“As long as Saudi Arabia is willing
to apologize for at least some of the
terrible things … my intuition is that
that provides them enough cover to
keep this war very intense,” he said.
Even so, Hart added that the bellwether for Saudi behavior in Yemen is
their continuation of the blockade of
humanitarian aid from coming into
the country. The government began
these operations last year. Statements
made by the Saudi government in the
next few weeks could be the deciding
factor between change and more of
the same in one of the world’s most
devastating conf licts.
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Kenyon alumnus adds nuance to 2016 election explanations

Jon Green’s ’14 forthcoming report uses vote-validated data to explain who voted and why.
TOMMY JOHNSON
NEWS EDITOR

One of the dominant narratives explaining the election of
Donald Trump in 2016 states that
he was elected on the backs of
white, working-class Americans
who felt “left behind” by Washington. Through statistical methods and validated survey data,
Jon Green ’14, a doctoral student
in political science at The Ohio
State University, is demonstrating
otherwise.
In a forthcoming study titled
“The Differential Effects of Economic Conditions and Racial Attitudes in the Election of Donald
Trump,” Green, alongside New
York-based researcher and writer
Sean McElwee, reached two major conclusions.
First, survey responses regarding race very strongly explain white voters’ preference for
Hillary Clinton or Donald Trump
in the 2016 presidential election.
Second, economic distress —
the variable that political commentators have argued led white,
working-class voters to vote for
Trump — was strongly associated with the lack of voting among
people of color.

“There are a lot of takes [by
pundits] out there trying to show
evidence that economic distress is
what brought us Donald Trump,
and I think a lot of folks who have
really invested in that argument
have been looking for that evidence in the wrong places,” Green
said.
Variation in the white vote can
be explained by racial attitudes,
which is the term Green and
McElwee’s study uses for results
of survey questions that measure
levels of empathy and resentment toward other races as well
as opinions on the role race plays
in politics. Much of the focus of
academic studies about the 2016
election have looked at the twoparty vote choice of whites.
“If you want to explain voter
participation among other racial
subgroups of the electorate, we
find evidence that economic distress led people of color to not vote
in the first place,” Green said. “So
there’s an economic distress story to be told about the 2016 election, but the data does not support the ‘left-behind’ hypothesis
and the J.D. Vances of the world
who would say that it is economic
distress among white people in
rural areas that lead them to vote

for Donald Trump. We don’t find and county levels.
that to nearly the same degree
“This is a question we were
that we find it elsewhere.”
able to ask because we waited
Green was referencing Ohio- and were publishing later in the
born
author
game …
J.D.
Vance,
why we’re
whose memable to add
If you want to
oir Hillbilly Elvalue
at
explain voter
egy climbed the
this point
participation among
bestseller lists
in time to
following the other racial subgroups
that disof the electorate, we find cussion
2016 election.
One
rea- evidence that economic
is just the
son why Green distress led people of
data that
feels he was
was neccolor to not vote in the
able to get a
essary to
more accurate first place.
do
our
picture of the
analysis
2016 election Jon Green ’14
just wasn’t
data is timing.
available,”
He used the
Green said.
2016 Cooperative Congressional
As for interpreting this data,
Election Survey, a 50,000-person Green says it raises some intereststratified survey administered ing questions for the 2018 midby YouGov, a market research terms.
and data analytics firm. As of
“One thing our paper does
Feb. 2018, this survey had been speak to … is a real polarization
vote-validated — meaning the in the United States on racial atresponses recorded in the survey titudes,” he said, “and I think
had been confirmed with voting it’ll be really interesting to see the
records from the election — mak- extent to which that carries over
ing the data trustworthy.
into a non-presidential context …
Green and McElwee combined we don’t know yet the extent that’s
this data with economic indica- going to carry over when Donald
tors from the IRS at the ZIP code Trump isn’t on the ballot.”

“

Green said it’s harder to see
how economic distress might play
into these upcoming midterms.
“Normally, you would expect
economic distress to punish the
party that’s in power,” Green explained, “and in 2016 that was the
Democrats … so we don’t know
if the trend is going to flip if the
same economically distressed
voters are going to stay home. I
just don’t have an answer to that.”
Beyond the midterms, Green
hopes his paper will encourage
researchers to look beyond just
the preferences of white voters.
“In the 2016 election context,
people got really good at explaining white voter two-party vote
choice and I think it’s the methodological move we take to have a
multi-category outcome,” he said.
This means including more
objective economic indicators
like Green does in his study, to
better account for factors like
economic distress.
Once it is converted to the
journal’s style and format,
Green’s forthcoming paper will
be published online in Perspectives on Politics, part of the American Political Science Association. The article will come out in
print sometime next year.

College’s new Catalyst initiative integrates summer programs
BETÜL AYDIN
NEWS EDITOR

ordinate the already existing series of
programs that we developed over the
A catalyst is a substance that in- last 30 years which are designed, in
creases the rate of a chemical reac- many different ways, to attract suption without getting used up itself. port and retain students from diverse
The College’s new Catalyst program, backgrounds to Kenyon,” Professor
initiated by the Office of Admis- of American Studies Peter Rutkoff
sions, aims to achieve a similar out- said.
come by having existing programs
Rutkoff also serves as the execucollaborate.
tive director of KAP, which links
The goal of this program is to in- Kenyon with a network of 30 hightroduce Kenyon’s initiatives to more school schools across Ohio.
students in a
KEEP
and
more
cohesive
STEM are two
manner and alprograms that
One of the things
low the prohave
collabothat is ... quite exgrams to support
rated in the
traordinary about Kenyon is
one another.
past, running
its impressive suite of diversity the programs
According
to Vice Presi- and access programs.
together in the
dent of Enrollsummer.
ment and Dean Diane Anci, vice president of EnrollDuring the
of Admissions ment and dean of Admissions and
application proand
Financial Financial Aid
cess, for stuAid Diane Anci,
dents who are
the program adeligible for both,
heres to Priorthe
programs
ity Two within the Strategic Plan for work with one another to maximize
2020, which is “to strategically use benefits to the students so that they
Kenyon’s resources to attract, retain are getting into the program that will
and graduate an academically excel- best serve them, according to Associlent and diverse student body,” ac- ate Professor of Biology Karen Hicks,
cording to the Kenyon website.
who is also involved with STEM.
The Catalyst initiative will include
The two programs are held during
the Kenyon Educational Enrich- the same time in the summer as well.
ment Program (KEEP), the science, Students doing STEM also particitechnology, engineering and math- pate in a KEEP writing course durematics (STEM) summer program, ing the second half of their summer
the Kenyon Academic Partnership experience. Anci noted that it is im(KAP) and Camp 4.
portant to highlight all the programs
“The program is an attempt to co- Kenyon has.

“

A stained glass seal sits above Ransom Hall’s entryway. | COLLEGIAN ARCHIVES

“One of the things that is ... quite
extraordinary about Kenyon is its
impressive suite of diversity and access programs,” she said. “The suite
of diversity and access programs,
in some ways, can end up engaging
students as early as their sophomore
year in high school and go straight
through four years at Kenyon.”
This program, initiated a few
years ago, is now in its final stages.
An informational brochure is set to

be published this fall.
“[The Catalyst initiative is] a great
way to highlight these different sorts
of programs and how they connect
to one with another that we can then
make available to prospective students, guidance counselors, community-based organizations to help students find us,” Hicks said. “Perhaps
by having them work together, we will
increase the success of each of these
programs.”
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Barn Tour celebrates Knox County’s architectural heritage
Pottery, painting, crafts, dance and rural tradition all feature in four-barn self-guided tour.
ELIZABETH STANLEY
STAFF WRITER

In 2016, Karin and Kenneth Kirk
hired a crew of Amish builders to construct a new barn in place of the original, a dilapidated old barn dating back
to at least the early- to mid-1900s. Because this barn was so run-down that
renovation was impossible, the Kirks
were determined to do the next best
thing: make sure their new barn was
constructed in exactly the same way
as the original. It was built using the
traditional method, without nails. Its
pieces fit together like a puzzle.
Karin Kirk’s was one of the four
barns that was showcased in the
Knox County Landmarks Foundation’s (KCLF) biennial Barn Tour.
The other three barns included “The
Barn,” which was transformed into a
warm and lovingly maintained living
and entertainment space in 2009; the
Overholt Barn, which was constructed in 1924 and still stands strong
today, continuing to function as a
working barn; and Warwick Barn,
which has been in operation since the
mid-1800s and is currently available

to rent for large gatherings like wed- Kirk barn. Lonnie Frazier shared with
dings and other events.
visitors the rugs he weaves at home
Jeff Gottke, president of KCLF, em- on his four looms. Frazier explained
phasized the significance of barns in that his grandmother had taught him
the Knox County
the art of rug
community, and
weaving, and
the Barn Tour’s
What we want he has continrole in creating a
ued the tradito do is take
space to celebrate
tion.
the barns out of the
their rich history
At
The
and
stunning scenery and make them
Barn,
the
the focus.
construction.
Knox County
“This is a rural
Quilt Guild,
county,” Gottke Jeff Gottke, KCLF president
or
“Quilt
said, “and proudSquad,” disly rural. So what
played their
we want to do is take the barns out of intricate and colorful blankets, pursthe scenery and make them the focus es, place mats and other handmade
because of their contribution to Knox quilted products. Paul Courtright, a
County’s agricultural history.”
member of the Central Ohio WoodAt each barn during the Tour, visi- turners Club, also displayed his work
tors enjoyed several displays of local at The Barn; his pieces ranged from
crafts like pottery, quilting and rug
weaving as well as performances by
local musicians. Terry and Margaret
Walter, owners and creators of “Gourd
Creations,” made animals, birdhouses, and other fun decorations from
gourds, which they displayed at the

“

a large wooden top-hat – which Paul
said reminded him of Dr. Seuss – to
elegant wooden bowls, salt and pepper shakers, and other carefully crafted wooden pieces. Richard Barker,
a potter since 1989, sat at his pottery
wheel. A guest asked him about the
beginning of his career as a potter. “I
didn’t believe my father when he said
I needed something other than art to
make a living,” Barker said.
At Warwick Barn, dancers
from the Kenyon College Department of Dance, Drama, and Film
performed a structured improvisational piece inspired by the barn
itself. Dancers collaborated as an
ensemble to bring the space to
life, utilizing the barn throughout
the piece. Benny Hershberger, an
Amish painter, also exhibited his
paintings at Warwick Barn. Some

of his works were inspired by the
Ohio landscape, others were from
his imagination.
For Phyllis Williams, Barn Tour
Chair and treasurer of the KCLF,
repurposing is vital to the preservation of barns in the 21st century.
“We’ve put five or six barns up that
have been renovated that would
not, under normal circumstances,”
Williams said, “have had any use
for farming. But they can be reborn
as bed and breakfasts, entertainment centers, furniture stores.”
After the last barn on the Tour
closed its doors, community members came together for the Barn
Dance, which welcomed everyone
no matter their prior square dancing experience. Attendees danced,
smiled and laughed the night away
through traditional square dances.

Left: A display of paintings by Wiggin Street elementary students depicting scenes from rural life. Right: The writer being given a tour of a historic barn. | ERYN POWELL
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How many years has Sean
Decatur been Kenyon’s
president?
Philander Chase started
what college after
Kenyon?

Faculty Total:

Senior Total:

Junior Total:

Sophomore Total:

First-Year Total:

4

4

2

3

3

Answer

Madeline Wade

Bill Gardner ‘19

Franny Wiggins ‘20

Phillip Brain ‘21

Will Henson ‘22

Five years (This is
the beginning of
his sixth year)

Six

Five years

More than 10

Eight

Five

No idea

Jubilee College

No idea

Wooster

No idea

Florence

Jubilee College
Weekly Scores

What is the name of the
hurricane hitting the
Carolinas this week?

Florence

Florence

Gordon

Florence

Don’t know

Which brand recently
released an advertisement
with Colin Kaepernick?

Nike

Nike

Nike

Unknown

Nike

Nike

2

3

1

1

3
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BFEC field trips seek to educate children on Ohio wildlife
Approximately 1,000 children attend Center’s 22 year old environmental program annually.
DYLAN HARTMAN
STAFF WRITER

the past week, Jordan has been training these volunteers to conduct field
Insects are everywhere. It’s easy trips on specific topics.
to forget that simply dragging a net
One in particular, titled “Incredacross a field of grass can reveal a ible Insects,” familiarizes volunteers
world populated by a multitude of with Knox County’s most common
peculiar creatures. But after spend- forms of insect life, preparing them
ing two hours identifying dozens of to use nets and microscopes to lead
classes of insects with the help of Ke- children in the discovery and examinyon students, many middle school- nation of these critters. In preparaers saw their environment in a differ- tion for one section of the program,
ent light.
the volunteers acted as the middle
This change in perspective is school students in a mock tour, capwhat BFEC Manager Noelle Jordan turing insects from various ponds
hopes to achieve. She designs and in the center and trying to identify
organizes educational field trips at them. At the end of the training, the
the Center that engage local students volunteers will be able to easily exwith Ohio flora and fauna.
plain the function of the tympanum
“We want to connect people with (which allows insects to hear) and
nature, provide place-based educa- point out the differences between
tion,” she said, “but we definitely juvenile mayflies and damselflies by
want things to be hands-on, experi- their swimming patterns.
ential, with total immersion.”
“Growing up, I wasn’t ever exFor the past
posed to or
22 years, the
taught about
We definitely
BFEC has enthe
outdeavored
to
doors,” Alex
want things to
bridge the wid- be hands-on, experienLevy ’20, who
ening gap be- tial, with total immeris serving as a
tween
young
volunteer for
children
and sion.
his second
nature. By conyear,
said.
ducting
field Noelle Jordan, BFEC
“I’m here to
trips that cover manager
increase my
Ohio
science
environmenstandards, the center seeks to offer a tal awareness and to bring that to
space for children to apply what they local children. To show them what
learn in the classroom to a natural they don’t know already feels very
environment they may be unaccus- special.”
tomed to seeing.
Although the volunteers serve
The 1,000 or so children attend- as instructors, they frequently work
ing these trips every year are not the alongside the children rather than
only focus of this program. “Our strictly directing them. “I’ve been
mission statement covers two audi- working on training the Kenyon stuences,” Jordan said. “One audience dent volunteers as facilitators rather
is the community at large. The other than lecturers or teachers,” Jordan
audience is Kenyon students.”
said.
Kenyon volunteers serve as “natThe field trips begin this week
uralist” guides in these field trips, and will continue throughout the
teaching a range of topics from the year. “It’s a brilliant way to engage
elements of a healthy ecosystem to the community,” Jordan said. “It’s a
the different kinds of life cycles. For great way to connect kids to nature.”

“

Volunteers being led through a field during their tour training on BFEC grounds | BELLA HATKOFF

Volunteers recieving instruction to becomie tour guides for the annual program | BELLA HATKOFF

First Fridays showcase Mount Vernon’s historic downtown
Record numbers attend monthly Mount Vernon street festival that promotes revitalization.
CHE PIEPER
STAFF WRITER

“I could never remember a
time we didn’t have First Friday,” Carrie Hyman, executive
director of Main Street Mount
Vernon (MSMV), said. MSMV
is the nonprofit in charge of
First Fridays, a summer festival that shuts down South
Main Street once a month
between June and September
and fills downtown with tables and trucks from a variety
of local businesses.
Hyman compared the festival to other community
events hosted in the area. “It’s
a staple,” she said. “People expect it.”
That is not to say that First
Friday is taken for granted.

MSMV is constantly at work
fielding feedback and tweaking the festival to match the
community’s
expectations.
This year, Hyman says, MSMV
has received requests for everything from improved kids’
entertainment to a beer garden — and the nonprofit has
been hard at work to meet the
demand. The strategy seems
to be working. Last summer,
Hyman estimates, there were
roughly 1,000 guests at each
Friday event. This summer,
the number was closer to
2,500.
First Friday is just one of
the projects MSMV has included in its broad mission
to promote economic development and historical pres-

ervation in downtown Mount
Vernon. With the help of
state- and nationwide nonprofits like Heritage Ohio and
Main Street America, MSMV
is involved in everything from
ensuring streets are swept to
helping businesses network
with each other. The organization supports the revitalization of the community in
any way they can — and that
community doesn’t end with
Mount Vernon.
“We like to come down,”
Rachel Kessler ’04, Kenyon
chaplain and priest-in-charge
at Harcourt Parish, said. “Kenyon is part of this community too.”
On a walk down Mount
Vernon’s Main Street, Kenyon

seems to crop up everywhere. Foundation and the CommuProfessors are working stands, nities Foundation of Mount
students
Vernon
and
are wanKnox County.
[First Friday] is
derAs it stands,
a staple — peo- First
ing with
Frifriends
day was a reple expect it.
— everysounding sucone is en- Carrie Hyman, executive
cess. Vendors
joying a director, Main Street Mount
from all across
Friday off Vernon
Ohio
shared
the Hill.
streetspace
“I’m
with Ken Harhere with my partner,” So- baugh’s congressional camphie Mortensten, ’21 said, “to paign and a project to reshow her the beauty of Ohio vitalize Mt. Calvary, the
festivals.”
second-oldest black church
Hyman is thankful for the in Ohio. “People believe in
support that MSMV has, from our downtown,” Hyman said,
people like Karen Buchwald “and continue to work to
Wright (namesake of Kenyon’s make it grow and be a place
Wright Center) to the Ariel that people want to come.”

“
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Italian filmmaker debuts new, controversial film at Kenyon
Claudio Sestieri shows new film Seguimi, reflects on his first film from 1987, Dolce Assenza.
INDIA KOTIS
STAFF WRITER

Students at Kenyon College
were treated to a sneak peek of
Italian director Claudio Sestieri’s latest film Seguimi (“In My
Footsteps”) on Sept. 6, before it
even premiered in Italy Sestieri
himself was in attendance, as
well as a sizable audience of students and faculty. The previous
night the gallery screened Sestieri’s 1987 debut, Dolce Assenza
(“Sweet Absence”).
The films were screened in
concert with an exhibition of
Swiss painter Pia Fries’ work,
on view at the Gund Gallery
through Dec. 16, which was designed to illuminate “the power
of exuberance, ornament and
sensuousness in contemporary
art practices,” according to a
Sept. 5 all-student email.
The motif of sensuality was
apparent in Sestieri’s work. Dolce Assenza and Seguimi both focused on intimate relationships
between women — one platonic
and one romantic. Dolce Assenza follows the story of close From left to right: Jodi Kovach, curator of academic programs at the Gund Gallery; Patricia Lyn Richards, Associate Professor of Italian;
friends and roommates Gloria Claudio Sestieri, filmmaker; Simone Dubrovic, Associate Professor of Italian | BELLA HATKOFF
and Sara. When Sara disappears, leaving only a drawerful about communication, tech- films, also mentioned Sestieri’s think that women are more in- tien pressures Haru to cut her
of video diaries, Gloria teams nology, art and the ways those technology motif, regarding his teresting than men. There is a arm and stomach for a photoup with Vittorio, one of Sara’s things inform what we see and use of video-within-film as an mystery, often, in women.”
shoot, even after she repeatedly
Not all were impressed with refuses.
suitors, in a frantic race to find don’t see,” said Sonya Marx ’22, early commentary on the ways
in
which the director’s portrayal of
her.
who attended
Dubrovic wrote in an email
technology
women, however. “I think the that Seguimi was co-written by
In the Q&A that followed both screenBoth films were can
affect prime example of sexism in this a woman, Patrizia Pistagnesi.
the screening, Sestieri said that ings. She said
human com- movie is the toxic relationship Dubrovic went on to add that
Dolce Assenza was “the story of it was “inabout communication.
between [Sebastian and Haru],” “there was no intention to ofabsence, how absence might de- teresting to munication, technology,
In an in- Grace Cross ‘21 said of Seguimi. fend anyone … Art can often
fine in a [deeper] way the rela- contextualart and the ways those
ize my own
terview with “There are scenes with explicit touch ambiguities of life that
tions between people.”
the
Colle- physical and sexual manipu- can be disturbing. But it also
Seguimi, more dramatic readings of things inform what we
films see and don’t see,”
gian,
Sest- lation that result from Sebas- helps us getting acquainted
than Dolce Assenza, is the story both
ieri said that tian’s horrifying standards and with them and, especially, it
of Marta, a failed Olympic div- … with what
he was “very conceptions of what art is, and helps us giving them a shape,
er who falls in love with Haru, a others found Sonya Marx ’22
interested in his position of power over Haru an objectification (if we want
Japanese woman (and possible important.”
psychoanaly- as the creator and not the ob- to say so) in order to get beyond
ghost) who works as a model for Associate
Professor of Italian Simone Du- sis, in the secret things of our jectified.” In particular, Cross them without being burned or
Sebastian, a visual artist.
“I think both films were brovic, who introduced both brain. From that point of view, I referenced a scene where Sebas- destroyed by them.”

“

Bollywood feminist movie Raazi brings to light true spy story
South Asian Society presents action-packed film featuring politics, love, and perseverance.
ELIZABETH IDUMA
STAFF WRITER

It is no secret that the film
world is heavily influenced by
wealthy, white men who have
defined a standard for what
should be considered high quality film. As people become more
aware of this reality, especially
on Kenyon’s campus, there is an
interest in watching more movies created by the overlooked
non-white, non-male auteurs.
This is why the Sept. 9 South
Asian Society screening of the
Bollywood film Raazi, an adaption of the 2008 book Calling
Sehmet by Harinder S. Sikka,
directed by Meghna Gulzar,
came as a refreshing change of
pace. The film, which follows a

confident, college-aged woman
who trains to become a spy after agreeing to marry a Pakistani army officer, successfully
filled over half of the seats in the
Gund Community Theater on a
Friday night.
The president of the South
Asian Society, Sriya Chadalavada ’19, chose the movie after
careful consideration of what
would appeal to a Kenyon audience.
After seeing multiple Bollywood movies in the past year,
Chadalavada said that Raazi
stood out “cinematographywise and plot-wise,” and “of all
the Pakastani-Indian films that
show both sides, [Raazi] did the
best job … being equitable in

how they show these situations.” complete understanding of the
Another appealing aspect story.
of the film was its soundtrack.
Razzi challenges cultural
Raazi used
norms
by
music masshowing an
terfully
to
Indian womOf all the Pakfurther the
an marry a
astani-Indian
plot: While
Pakistani
films that show both
music is ofman
durten a major sides, [Raazi] did the
ing the Inbest job … being equicomponent
do-Pakistan
of
Bolly- table in how they show
War of 1971.
wood films, these situations.”
Addressing
this movie’s
this potenmontages
tially offenSriya Chadalavada ’19
uses music
sive subject
to carry the
with a susinplot forward
ct and sensiin a way that allows audience tive manner before the start of
members who are not fluent the film by South Asian Society
in Hindi to experience a more member, Ahmed Khan ’19, who

“

also acknowledged that any
short summary he could give
of the complexities of this war
would not do it justice.
Bianca Bunoiu ’19, a student
who attended the screening,
felt that “some of the audience
had such an immature reaction
to some of the things that were
happening on the screen.”
Bunoiu attributed the inappropriate giggling to a probable
lack of exposure to Bollywood
troupes. As Kenyon continues
to screen films made by a diverse set of filmmakers, the student body will be exposed to a
fuller scope of film. This will
also expand their knowledge
and appreciation of other countries’s popular culture.
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The empirical and lyrical intersect during summer program
The inaugural Kenyon Review Young Summer Science Writers Workshop sparks creativity.
CASSIE COALE
STAFF WRITER

Both science and poetry are
tools used to analyze life in
greater specificity, to break it
into parts. Whether those parts
materialize in numbers or words,
they are still smaller parts, and
so, by this logic, one might consider science and poetry similar
things fulfilling different intellectual duties.
What would happen if these
two arts of the left and right
brain were to combine? What
scope of knowledge could be
gained?
Perhaps this line of questioning is what inspired Anna Duke
Reach, the director of programs
for the Kenyon Review, to create
a workshop that married the two

inherently connected ways of
thinking.
Due to Reach’s initiative, and
the passion of two inspired Kenyon professors of Biology, Chris
Gillen and Andrew Kerkhoff,
the Kenyon Review Young Science Writers Workshop for high
school students completed its
first session this summer. At the
workshop, about two dozen 16
to 18-year-olds, fascinated with
both writing and science, came
to Kenyon’s campus to study the
many intersections of the empirical and literary.
Workshop attendees learned
both to look at the world with
scientific accuracy and to see it
as something creatively motivating. Unlike previous experiences
with science in high school classrooms, the workshop nudged its

students to approach science as, Gillen wrote in an email to the
in the words of Kerkhoff, “not Collegian. In Gillen’s words, the
a collection of dry facts, but a workshop participants were “imcreative, human endeavour — pressive and courageous. Writrife with all of our typical hu- ing creatively about science is
man triumphs
hard, and
and failures.”
it
takes
Writing creThe curricucourage to
atively about
lum attempted
share writto make what science is hard, and it
ing in draft
is unrelatable takes courage to share
form with
and
unemo- writing in draft form
peers and
tional
into
instrucwith peers and instrucsomething that
tors. As incould be con- tors.”
structors,
sidered poetic.
we
were
“We
en- Chris Gillen, professor of
amazed at
countered dif- biology
how enthuferences
besiastically
tween scientific and literary and successfully the participants
approaches to explaining the met these challenges.”
world ... we were more often
The bravery that Gillen disintrigued by the similarities,” cusses is perhaps the most essen-

“

Stephen Markley talks new novel Ohio
CHAMELI BELK-GUPTA
STAFF WRITER

As author Stephen Markley
stood in the glossy, newly remodeled bookstore, he recalled the
Kenyon of his youth. It was there
where, as a child, with sticky,
candy-coated fingers, he says he
discovered the delight of flipping
through the pages of a book. This
past Monday, Sept. 10, Markley
came full circle, returning as a
published writer to read from his
new book to many of the people
who knew him when he was still
developing his love for literature.
Markley’s novel Ohio is a murder mystery set in a small, postindustrial town hit hard by the
Great Recession and struggling
with an opioid crisis and the con-

sequences of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. Markley explained
that the town in his novel is a
representation of many different
small towns across the country.
Though he stressed that the book
is in no way a direct reflection of
his home town of Mount Vernon,
he was certainly inspired by his
experiences there.
Markley’s characters come
from a similar environment to
that of his college peers. He recalls graduating from high school
not long after 9/11 and watching
many of his friends go off to war.
He graduated from college to a
United States in recession. He lost
friends to heroin overdose.
“A kid I knew in high school
just came up to me and we just

tial element of the Young Science
Writers Workshop. It takes this
bravery and curiosity to apply a
familiar pattern of thinking to
an unfamiliar realm.
“[J]ust after dusk,” Kerkhoff
wrote, “we could see four planets
simultaneously, in a line across
the sky: Saturn, Jupiter, Venus
and Mars. One of the students,
who had never even held a pair of
binoculars looked through a pair
up at Jupiter and was just astonished. She was just so astounded
that she was on one planet, looking out at another. There is so
much to be amazed about, if you
just take the time to consider it.”
Even though it hosts only a
handful of high schoolers a year,
the Kenyon Review has changed
how students interact with both
English and science.

The author reflects on writing
process and Kenyon memories.

“

started talking about how he
I think that a human story about
had someone in his family die
people going through what the counof a heroin overdose,” Markley
try
has
gone
through in a larger sense can be
said while explaining his inspiration for the book, “and it’s one fascinating, but also healing.”
of those things where this stuff is
on your mind as a writer because Stephen Markley, author
it’s there and then you are pulling from those raw experiences
and trying to translate that into
through what the country has community, many of whom came
character.” He went on to say that, gone through in a larger sense can to see Markley read. There was a
even though it manifested itself be fascinating, but also healing,” sense of incredible warmth in the
in a fictional way, the base of the Markley said. Through his work, air as Markley reunited with the
story comes from a subconscious Markley invites the possibility for people who were with him as he
place.
empathy.
grew up. The room was packed as
At a particularly polarized
Though Ohio portrays a con- people clamored to take photos
time in America, a book like Ohio tentious side of the pain and loss with their old friend and share
provides a glimpse into a world in the Midwest, Markley is proud stories of Markley as a child. Marthat many people find difficult to of where he comes from. He cel- kley’s return to the community
understand. “I think that a hu- ebrates the strong bond he shares was greeted with warm support
man story about people going with his former classmates and and enthusiasm.

Author Stephen Markley speaks to a captivated crowd during the reading of his new crime novel Ohio in the Kenyon bookstore on Monday night. | ERYN POWELL
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The balance between mandated
reporter and friend is hard to find
ELIZABETH IDUMA
COLUMNIST

In the first few weeks of classes,
first years face a bombardment of
names they will not remember and
resources they will lose in an alphabet soup of abbreviations. Peer
Counselors (PCs), Sexual Misconduct Advisors (SMAs) and Community Advisors (CAs), just to
name a few, serve as peer educators
to help students participate in campus life, and they share a common
purpose: to create a safer, more welcoming campus environment.
When these groups introduce
themselves, the phrase “I am a
mandated reporter,” gets repeated,
sounding more menacing each
time — though the meaning of this
is not always clear. If any information related to sexual misconduct
or a potential violation of Title IX
is brought to the attention of a PC,
SMA or CA, then they must report the information to the Office
of Civil Rights and Title IX. This
policy parallels requirements for
any other employees of the College,
by which employees must report on
information about incidents occurring on Kenyon’s campus or under
the College’s supervision.
Clearly, the words “mandate”
and “report” can sound intimidating. Many are also disheartened by
the idea that survivors who choose
to seek help or solace from a peer
will find their information traveling to the ears of some stranger. The
mandatory reporting policy is not
to discourage students from seek-

ing help when struggling to keep
their pain to themselves; on the
contrary, by implementing mandated reporting and recording of
information, the College hopes to
improve the safety and experience
of anyone who decides to call the
Hill home.
Mandated reporters are not
permitted to share personal information of their peers with each
other, allowing the survivor to
maintain full agency over what
they decide to do. Survivors who
have reported their information
will receive up to two emails from
the Title IX office, to inform them
that the office has been notified of
a potential Title IX violation. The
student can choose to ignore them
or respond and take action.
There is a flaw in this system,
however. It is expected that PCs,
SMAs and CAs be mandated reporters at all times — even when
they are just with their friends in
casual conversation. Not everyone
is ready to admit that they’ve experienced sexual assault, so informing the Title IX office might be preemptive.
While informing the Title IX
office of misconduct can help the
student body as a whole, it is unfair to expect that all survivors take
that step immediately. When a PC,
SMA or CA sits with their friends at
Peirce Hall on a Friday night, personal information can often arise
organically — especially when the
expectation of being a mandatory
reporter has been forgotten.

These moments are not the same
as office hours or open-door sessions with faculty and staff, when it
is clear that the mandated reporter
is in a position of power or authority. To expect a PC, SMA or CA to
decide between potentially betraying their friend’s confidence and
their status as a mandated reporter
is irrational and unprincipled.
Granted, there are potential reasons that student employees of the
College should maintain their mandated reporter status. As it stands,
every employee from professor to
KAC desk attendant is a mandated
reporter when on duty. In some
sense, CAs are considered to always
be on the job, and are paid significantly for their duty. So it may make
more sense for them to be considered full-time mandated reporters.
But for PCs and SMAs, there
are specific times when they are
expected to perform their duties as
peer educators, and there are times
when their status as a PC or SMA
is totally irrelevant to the situation.
While I fully believe that mandated reporting is a positive rule, its
potential to jeopardize friendships
and student relationships, needs to
be addressed.
At the very least, upperclass students should receive better communication about the new reporting
process and confidential alternatives to the current system.
Elizabeth Iduma ’20 is a film major from Silver Spring, Md. You can
contact her at iduma1@kenyon.edu.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Knox County deserves
debate before midterms
With less than a month to
go before the Ohio midterm
elections, it’s as important as
ever to register to vote, and
stay informed. Yet, in Ohio’s
seventh district, it’s been difficult to do the latter with the
lack of direct communication
between congressional candidate Ken Harbaugh (D) and
incumbent Bob Gibbs (R), who
has held the seat since 2013. So
far, there have been no town
hall meetings, no debates and
no public forums.
In today’s political climate,
voters need to have access
to concrete policy information, and part of that is direct,
face-to-face discussion between candidates. To this end,
we propose a debate between
Gibbs and Harbaugh on Kenyon’s campus.
On April 20, Harbaugh and
Patrick Pickus (D), along with
Patrick Quinn (R) and Terry
Robertson (R), all of whom
sought to unseat Gibbs, met
at Mount Vernon Nazarene
University for a debate. If four
candidates across party lines
could find the time to meet
with their constituents before
primaries, why haven’t we seen
the candidates meet for the
general election?
To be fair, Harbaugh has

been vocal about arranging a
debate — though the requests
have largely been ignored. He
went so far as to record himself asking Gibbs for a public
debate at a veterans event on
Sept. 5, but he was turned away.
We cannot only blame the
candidates. It’s up to us as
constituents to be as vocal as
possible when it comes to organizing public events. As an
institution that not only has
adequate infrastructure to
hold such a debate, but also
actively facilitates political
discourse through programs
like the Center for the Study
of American Democracy, Kenyon is the ideal place to hold
such an event. Because of
this, we implore candidate,
incumbent, student and administration alike to push for
a meeting.
The staff editorial is written weekly by editors-in-chief
Cameron Messinides ’19 and
Devon Musgrave-Johnson ’19,
managing editor Grant Miner
’19 and executive director Matt
Mandel ’19. You can contact
them at messinidesc@kenyon.
edu, musgravejohnsond@kenyon.edu, minerg@kenyon.edu
and mandelm@kenyon.edu, respectively.

BEN FUHR
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Meatless meals can become the next sustainability initiative
Peirce Hall’s lack of consistent, accessible and healthy vegan meals needs to be addressed.
CAMERON AUSTIN
OPINIONS EDITOR

Kenyon certainly likes to tout
its recent steps taken to reduce
its environmental impact. But if
this institution truly cares about
its environmental impact, further gestures toward sustainability must be taken. The sustainability proposal I have in
mind will not give the College
more energy-efficient gizmos
and doodads. Nor will it likely
find its way on the Kenyon website, as an ego-boosting pitch to
prospective students. No, my
pitch is humble. I want Kenyon to take to heart the words
of Henry David Thoreau: “I was
determined to know beans.”
Yes, I write about beans. And
tofu and seitan and tempeh. I
write about Peirce Hall’s lack of
delicious, high-protein and easily accessible vegan meals. I write

about how this College discourages its students from eating
vegetarian or vegan.
Eliminating meat from the
diet can significantly reduce
one’s environmental impact, yet
Kenyon does not do enough to
support the sustainable choices
of some students.
Should they eat only on the
meal plan, Kenyon students
have only one dining option on
campus. Granted, the semesterly board charge covers more
than just meals, but a large portion of the $3,520 goes toward
the mandatory meal plan. Assuming that a student eats 20
meals a week, over approximately 15 weeks, the cost per
meal is $12.73. Approximating
out other fees associated with
the board, we might say that a
Peirce meal costs about $10 for
students. For many students,

CROSSWORD
Across
1. egrahC
4. Nashville award
show, with Entertainer of the Year as
top prize
7. Additional content, for a cost
10. Thorny
12. Campus, compared to last weekend
14. Bacon made, so
to speak
16. Debbie, for instance
18. 2014 hit performed by Nicholas
Petricca
20. Dance Moms
channel
21. Overshared details
22. Trendy Denver
neighborhood
23. Shipbuilder of
yore
24. Lamented, archaically
27. Frequently
28. Managed
30. Namesake of
“Old Friends” band
36. Dotted with
holes
37. Like the typical
Kenyon boy
38. Unpoetic and
uninspired
42. Learned by children via song
43. Added to “-us,”
a wind god

44. Neighbor of the
Thai
47. Liberal arts
school in Bar Harbor, Maine
48. Only a few
years ago, this band
played regularly in
the Horn Gallery
53. Observed, as
through a telescope
54. Make forever famous, in London
56. Bird on German
coat of arms
57. Neither sedimentary nor metamorphic
58. Library exclamation
59. Dat donkey
60. Senior residence, if lucky

Down
1. Recede
2. Apple tosser, in
Greek myth
3. Stop a mugging,
perhaps
4. Leg meeting
place
5. Delicacies, denoted
6. Skillful
7. Festival of lights
8. “Imagine” songwriter
9. Nativity scene
11. To follow, not innovate
12. Fieri’s food show,
abbreviated

any food costs beyond the daily
$30 are inconceivable.
These students are going to
choose to eat meat-free only if
Peirce can provide them with all
their food needs — that is, vegan
dishes that are tasty, healthy and
accessible.
First, the good: I am usually more than happy with the
taste of the vegan dishes that
are made at Pierce. While individual preferences vary, I think
it undeniable that AVI staffers
work hard at making delicious
food and that, by and large, they
succeed at what they do.
Next, the not-so-good: Eating a well-balanced vegan diet
can be difficult at Peirce. It is not
uncommon to find the vegetarian line stocked exclusively with
starches and vegetables. Think
of the recent vegetarian paella
— composed of white rice and

Cameron Austin
Opinions Editor
13. Pole
15. African sweet
potato
17. Star Tara of
Sharknado
19. Clipped at the
bud
23. Head
25. Day for squats
26. Lower Peirce
eating space
28. x2 + y2 = 1
29. Number of Smitty Werbenjagermanjensen
31. Accountant certification
32. Hawaiian culinary staple
33. Magic Tree
House author
34. Getaway
35. “Shape of You”
singer Sheeran and
The Office actor
Helms
38. Cut down to size
39. Variety of pieces
40. Tuba sound
41. Winterland transport
42. Oak nuts
45. “___ not!” “___
too!”
46. Roman harbor
49. Director Gibson
50. Beginning of
42-Across, minus
the AC
51. Straight hooks
52. esruC
55. Rabbit in a residence hall

Congrats to Emily Criss ’21 and Meredith Sauer ’21 for completing last week’s crossword!
Did you finish this crossword? Be the first to email a photo of your finished crossword to
collegian@kenyon.edu for a chance to get a shoutout!

vegetables — or vegetable curry
as examples of this phenomenon. Yes, vegans have a particular appreciation for vegetables,
but they need protein like everyone else. Vegan food can be
protein-rich, but only if special
care is taken to include legumes
and meat substitutes. Protein is
missing from many of Peirce’s
vegan options, and this is especially the case at breakfast. AVI
should provide more options
than potatoes, oatmeal and toast
if the College wants to support
their meat-free students.
Vegan options at Peirce are
not only lacking in protein but
they are ,often, quite simply
lacking. When they exist, they
must sometimes be ordered by
special request. Having to ask
individually for a vegan meal
may discourage many students
from adopting a vegan diet be-

cause they do not wish to feel
like a burden on AVI staffers.
Kenyon should be applauded
for its recent initiatives to make
this campus more eco-conscious. Not only have the past
few years seen the introduction of an environmental studies major, but several campus
buildings now feature solar panels. As of this past spring, the
central steam plant sports solar
thermal technology. However,
should Kenyon really care about
sustainability, as indicated by
the College’s pledge for eventual
carbon neutrality, then having
AVI encourage sustainable diets
should be a priority.
Cameron Austin ’20 is mathematics and philosophy major
from Chattanooga, Tenn. You
can contact him at austin1@kenyon.edu.
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Lords tennis to pursue fifth NCAA appearance in six years

Balanced mix of upper-and underclass students will provide depth for the NCAC title race.
MARLI VOLPE
STAFF WRITER

The Lords tennis team is back in action after the Kenyon College Invitational this last weekend. The most impressive feat of the weekend came in
flight B as the Lords were able to win
the group.
The team quickly Last season they
finished with an overall record of 20-5
and went 3-0 in the North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC). Kenyon ultimately won the NCAC, and went on to
compete in the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) tournament.
The team has many returning upperclass students such as Nicholas Paolucci
’19, Jacob Zalenski ’20 and Austin Diehl
’20, who are all poised to be the anchors for a team looking to return to the
NCAA tournament for the fifth time
since 2013.
The first win of the season for the
Lords was against The College of
Wooster. Anatol Doroskevic ’19 and
Pascal Lee ’22 teamed up to take down
the duo from Wooster in a dominant
performance, which gave them a boost
for the upcoming matches.
The same pair went on for their second win against a Carnegie Mellon
University duo and came out on top
with a score of 8-5. In the last game,
Denison gave the Lords pair a run for
their money, but Doroskevic and Lee
were able to triumph and win with a final score of 8-7.
There were also wins in the others

flights, such as the C flight final score
of 8-4 from Darius Loghman-Adham
’19 and teammate Angelo Vidal ’22 and
another win in the E flight by Matias
Mauviel ’22 and Henry Wessel ’22 (8-1).
The most important aspect showcased by the Lords was their depth. Lee,
Vidal, Mauviel and Wessel all came in
and performed well in their first matches as Kenyon Lords. The youth will have
to play an important role if Kenyon is
going to make the NCAA tournament

again, but the team seems optimistic.
“Last weekend was a great opportunity to see where we are at after losing
seven seniors,” Loghman-Adham said.
“We are happy with the results and
are excited to see all of the potential
throughout this season.”
The next big tournament for the
men’s team will be the Intercollegiate
Tennis Association Central Region
Championship on Sept. 28-30 in St.
Louis, Mo.

Jacob Zalenski ’20 returns during an important start at the Kenyon College Invitational this past weekend. | FRANCIS BYRNE

Field hockey defeats Oberlin with ease

After 2-2 start, Ladies will look to find momentum for NCAC.
CHRIS ERDMANN
STAFF WRITER
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The Kenyon field hockey
team had two games this past
week after starting 1-1 outside
of North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) play. Their first
conference game of the year came
against the Oberlin College Yeowomen, which ended in a huge
5-0 win. Leading the Ladies in
points was Sarah Metzmaier ’22,
who scored two goals and assisted on another goal to Molly Keen
’21. Captains Hannah Paterakis
’19 and Olivia O’Connell ’21 also
contributed one goal apiece to
lead Kenyon to victory.
After their blowout win, the
Ladies looked to continue their
momentum going into Sunday’s
game against Washington and
Jefferson College. The weather
was not optimal, with non-stop

The Lords may have the weekend off,
but the women’s tennis team will begin
their play this weekend in the Kenyon
Invitational for a Homecoming Special.
The invitational will last all day, both
Saturday, Sept. 15 and Sept. 16. The
Ladies finished last season as NCAC
champions after compiling 21-3 overall
record and going 3-0 in conference play.
They also will be looking to play their
way back into the NCAA tournament
for the fourth straight season.

rain. It didn’t faze the Ladies, as
Metzmaier scored at roughly the
30th minute for the first tally of
the game, thanks to an assist by
Gigi Guenther ’21.
Washington and Jefferson
countered the Kenyon attack in
the second period and eventually
forced overtime after tying the
game at one. It was a tight contest
all day until Washington and Jefferson scored, with 7:13 left in the
second overtime period, to win
the game by a score of 2-1.
“Coming away from our past
two games, we have lots of room
to grow and develop as a team,”
Paterakis said. “We have been

focusing this week on urgency
and finishing on our attack, and
I think if we can capitalize on
these things, we will come out
successful for this big weekend
ahead of us.”
This weekend, the Ladies are
hosting two games, the first on
Saturday at 11 a.m. against DePauw University, and another on
Sunday at 12 p.m. against Earlham College for Kenyon’s Homecoming Weekend.
“We need to take Earlham just
as seriously as we would with DePauw,” Paterakis said, “and go
into the weekend knowing that
both of these are skilled teams.”

Molly Keen ’21 goes for 50/50 ball. | COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS

Golf starts off hot
in first tournament
CHRIS ERDMANN
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon Lords golf
team started the 2018 season
with a dominant showing.
This past weekend, Kenyon
traveled to Sandusky, Ohio
for the Battle of the Brook
tournament.
Robert Williams ’19
started off the tournament
by shooting two under par,
which put him at the top
of the leaderboard on day
one. The tournament was
shortened from 36 holes to
27 holes due to inclement
weather, so Williams ended
up shooting an even round
of 36 through nine holes.
It was an impressive feat
given the horrible conditions, but Williams persevered through the weather
for the chance to win a onehole playoff.
Luke Boerner of Ohio
Wesleyan University also
finished even after 36 holes,
so Williams and Boerner
went to a one-hole playoff
to determine the champion.
Williams stayed level at par

on the playoff hole while his
opponent finished with a bogey. This secured Williams’
first individual tournament
win for the Lords. His performance on the course led
him to earn the title of North
Coast Athetic Conference
Player of the Week.
Lawrence Courtney ’21
also contributed to the Lords’
top finish by shooting three
over par for the second consecutive tournament placing
him tied for fifth overall.
“After not having our
best stuff in the first tournament, we went into this
tournament with the goal
of being more committed to
every shot we hit,” Williams
said after this weekend’s
win. “We did just that and
all played the shots we knew
we could hit, and in the end
it paid off in a great win for
our team.”
The Lords are looking to
continue their strong play at
the National Collegiate Athletic Association Preview
tournament in Nicholasville,
Ky. on Sept. 17 and 18.
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Lords soccer dominates, ranked No. 8
Kenyon explodes for a 14-0 aggregate score in three games.
FRANCIS BYRNE
STAFF WRITER
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Strong defense key
for Ladies soccer
FRANCIS BYRNE
STAFF WRITER
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This past weekend the Lords
traveled to Wilmington College
for their first match in the Kiawanis Classic against the host
Quakers. First half action under
the lights in Wilmington proved
fairly even, with the Lords establishing a one-goal lead just three
minutes before halftime, thanks
to a first-time volley from Tomás
Muñoz Reyes ’22.
Second-half surges have been
a trend for the Lords so far this
season, and Friday night was no
different. It didn’t take long for
the Lords’ offense to get rolling
in the second half. Just a minute
and a half into the action, John
Peñas ’20 passed to an open
Philippe Stengel ’20, who would
find the back of the net for the
Lords’ second goal. Gunner
Found ’20, Sebastian Gaese ’22
and David Anderson ’19 would
also score a goal apiece as the
Lords thrashed Wilmington by a
score of 5-0.
The following day, the Kenyon XI faced off against the
Adrian College Bulldogs to finish out the Kiwanis Classic. The

KENYON
SHENAN U

Scott Upton ’22 scores his second goal of the season. | FRANCIS BYRNE

Bulldogs’ side fell victim to another offensive outpouring from
the Lords. This time around, the
Lords wasted no time in setting
the tone. Anderson continued
his hot streak, beating the keeper just seven minutes into the
game and putting the Lords up
1-0. Three more first-half goals
by defender Bret Lowry ’19, midfielder Peñas and forward Scott
Upton ’22 sealed the victory
for the Lords, who finished the
Classic with an aggregate score
of 9-0 over the opposition.
The Lords continued their
show of dominance yesterday

in the 5-0 defeat of the Marietta College Pioneers. Goals were
bountiful as Anderson and Stengel each knocked in their third
of the season. Meanwhile, Will
Bennett ’19, Eric Albrecht ’20
and Sebastian Gaese ’22 were
able to get on the scoring sheet
to bring the Lords to their third
straight win. The game was chippy and physical with Gaese, a
German national, commenting,
“The physicality [in American
soccer] is very different, but in
Europe, or Germany, the technical ability is a bit better. But it is
also good here.”

0
0

The Ladies continued
their season Saturday
with a home matchup
against the Shenandoah University Hornets.
With the rain pouring
down and soaking Mavec
Field, it was bound to be
a tightly contested game.
While the Ladies put
several balls on goal
early, including a narrow miss off the crossbar by Samantha Hayes
’21, it was the Hornets
that started and ended
the scoring with a goal
coming about eight minutes before the first-half
whistle to put the Hornets ahead 1-0.
In the second half, the
Ladies were unable to
put together a possession
that led to a goal, so the
game ended in a 0-1 defeat for Kenyon.
Two days later, as the
rain continued to fall,
the Ladies took on an-

other out-of-conference
opponent in the SUNY
Buffalo State Bengals.
Due to poor conditions, the game was
moved from Mavec Field
to McBride Field, home
of the Kenyon football
team. The Ladies made
sure to test the skills
of Buffalo State keeper
Taylor Carillo ’20, who
would notch six saves
throughout the game.
The Ladies ended up
putting six shots on goal
compared to the Bengals’
one, including a Gwyneth Phillips ’20 header
which struck the right
upright. The game ended
in a frustrating 0-0 draw.
The Ladies traveled to
Washington, Pa. to take
on the Washington and
Jefferson College Presidents. It was a tough, defensive game once again
as the Ladies pulled out
the tight 1-0 win. Fallon
Raviol ’20 netted the only
Kenyon goal while keeper
Jillian Countey ’20 added
another clean sheet to her
early season résumé.
This Sunday Kenyon
will travel to Franklin
College as they try to
gain momentum going
into conference play.

Moses wins Kenyon Tri-Meet Rose to lead young men’s XC
DAVID COSIMANO
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon Ladies cross country team
started the 2018 season with the hope to improve upon their third-place finish in the North
Conference Athletic Conference (NCAC)
Championship last season. Four out of the five
runners that placed during last year’s conference meet are returning to the team, as are the
four runners who placed during the National
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Great
Lakes Region Championship in 2017. Leading
the charge for the Ladies are returning NCAC
Newcomer of the Year Eleanor Tetreault ’21, as
well as Grace Moses ’20. Other notable runners
for the Ladies include Quinn Harrigan ’19, An-

drea Ludwig ’19 and Cortney Johnson ’21.
The Ladies had a strong performance during the Kenyon Tri-Meet with Moses finishing first out of the 46 runners with a time of
19:34.5 and Sophie Niekamp ’21 finishing behind her to earn second place. Rosa Rumora
’19 took fifth place in the race, followed by
Rachel Bush from Ohio Wesleyan University.
Then, four Ladies in a row proceeded to cross
the finish line. Kenyon ended with seven total
runners in the top 10, capping off a dominant
performance by the Ladies.
The Lords and the Ladies cross country
teams look to continue their success this upcoming Saturday in Delaware, Ohio, at the
Ohio Wesleyan Pre-NCAC Meet.

DAVID COSIMANO
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon Lords cross country team
enters the 2018 season re-energized and
ready to improve upon last season. Notably, Kyle Rose ’19 is coming off a strong
junior year, and looks to play a big part
in the Lords’ success this season. Other
runners to pay attention to this season
are Tommy Johnson ’20 and Vincent
Lewis ’20, both of whom are coming off a
strong 2017 season.
On Friday, Aug. 31, the Lords and Ladies opened their 2018 season with the
annual Kenyon Tri-Meet. The meet featured runners from North Coast Athlet-

ic Conference (NCAC) rival Ohio Wesleyan University, as well as the rival from
across the Coshocton, Mount Vernon
Nazarene University.
Rose and Johnson were the top performers for the Lords, placing second
and third out of the 38 runners competing. Rose finished the course with a
time of 16:30.3, and Johnson finished in
16:36.9. First place went to Justis Paul of
Mount Vernon Nazarene who completed
the course in 16:16.2. Other noteworthy
finishes from the Lords included Will
Oakley ’22, Cody Bratzler ’21 and Vincent Lewis ’20 who finished ninth, 12th
and 15th respectively.

Grace Moses ’20 put together a stellar performance at the Kenyon Tri-Meet this past weekend as Ladies aim for their first NCAC title in last eight years. | FRANCIS BYRNE

